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Little Feat: Still Out There Among

el

BY STEVE MOORE
“Wha are thase guys?”
_-Interested Spectator

BBRKELEY-—Dedpite three Hent
albiing;LjttlelHe 1)

A mnceléd act ropped Feat orti

eat tinknawiy’ bahds, of put tim At
\heir recest appearance here at the Key-
stone Berkeley was, according to their
songwniter and lead guitarist Lowel
George, about iypical.

‘They were billed with Bonnie Raill.
She had canceled cut days ago, bul her
pame stayed on the bill due to promo-
tional sloth and even topped them of
the marquee. “The humblsy, _llwugh,"

o enid-Giearne fwas that Ihe Y spelled

pur name wrong” He 1 hed and
shook his head, “Lor som ason,” he
said, “we've been dubbe an undet-
ground band, which is, natorlunately,
synonymous  with unknown. But Tve
seen 17,000 people get iip and scrcam
ared jump around T whatever you're
supposed Lo do at those things."
Through what (hey deseribe as &
process of elipination, George, form-
eely a singer and guitarist with Frank
Zappa, &nd piawist Biil Payne began to
play together. Richard Hayward, the
drummer, finished up an album for the
Fraternity of Man and joined. So did
Roy Estrada, alse {rom Zappa’s group.
After the second album, Estrada left
to play with Caplain Beefheart. The
band now is Paul Barrere, guitar, Sam
{layton, congas, Xenny Gradney, bass,

of {resh air in afi age of stylish, serpen-
tine lead guitaf players, is a bright,
slightly acerbie’ Geidpanner whe tends
to, speak ab’ pre 3

Bramictt, Bonnie Raitt, Judy" Mdyhan
and sume alhers, but not much came of
it. Then (be group got itself logsiher
and we haven't really done a backup
gig unti! the last tour, T'm producing
Boriniié RaHLs aibumn oW in LA and
some of the guys arc playing, but she
has her own bass player so that pre-
cludes a“group deal. But we have a
sitation coming up that brings buck
incmories: The band will be backing up
Bonnic Bramlett during the week, and
1 will be in L.A. doing Bonnie Raitt's.
album. Then on the weekend 1 change

Bonnies and we do Little Feat [or same

really nice shows back East,™
" George bogan Bs & sengwriter with

wwillip’,” which was cul by “Johrny |

Darrell and the Sunshine Compa
5t allowed the group to get on Wamet

Brothers. The song appears on the first..

wo Litile Feal albums because mast of
the guitar work oo the first version was
dong by Ry Cooder. “L-was bulidiag a
madel airplane and 1 cut my finger and

cdt J¢ngth and-in com- -
plete sentences. "We backed up Boanis |

"W felt very strongl
album in many ways
arcas of co;ltgriti

ajar diss
nn, the producer fil

ers. He wouldn't let us in

. .paink-in the hudget e wantss
off, and he brough

halt. 1 had spme
|

5% giant card-gu £
and decide how fnary rec !
group can sell and then theyd
try and sell that many.
was just not as ag W

T ir’s an easy situntion and they ju

record he ever produced, and. hig wanle
very much to be a part of Warner Bioth-
the studic for
the mix. Then when he got to @ certain
i o fosuip it

platinum
te. -it's rélgnsed,
p on
it. Somewhers lang the line tha Randy s

aod ¢ the 3

1 record the week befo

dated, bu
work and Hey z
van Dyke Parks has done:mi
just point out Lhe fagts
George, “1 was WOTK
Shoes.” 1 had seme VveIs
pieces of the chorus byt npthing: swas
happening with it. Van Diyke.came in
and’ said, ‘Okay, lg
sat down. He was af the]

i A

a guitar. We tried i(anictzaid “then he
said something ta *
what il was—and
light and 1 had i
jence. 1t was an appreach-d
lieved in before, but it was.
me epough cowrage Lo go it
“Rall U Easy' all by mysclf, wilh just
A puitar” Tt was the first time -Geerge
had ever played the song all s the ~way H
through, and it has convineed hifn'of the i
reality of “record magic beingxin -live

performance.” 1t was probab
way experience Lhough, becanse
included “Sailin' Shoces” on b
bum, Discover America. Al
w1 think ‘Rol! Um Easy' is the tune
that is mest fully realized on - Divie
Chicken. A large part of it wag Danny
ad

utton, the background voeal
t come back from a Lo
ving that night for J
(otally wasted, which was
sdition lor Lhat song. Wh
is rerlainly not what yo!
something like Three Dog
. Ai distingnishing siem

B

en g

:Ripped =My Fle

_when, produger T
5

ys? “That's th - mbstid

Tve ever geen in my whole'l

said, *I heard that afig 1 “Thet's

great. Were reilly dnte sdmething
liere,"

o With th_.e_artistic,:succcss_q[ “Rall;Um
Basy” in 1nind,, plans are 12 do a-live
album or at least rienjed album

_with live vecalsand giminimuin of over-

i “Then oecasicnaily 2 o nstrosity

tatdsmen. He's not truly a
but :that's lhe ‘milque-toast’
; have people frightened.
fc-spaaks and everybody jumps and
you‘can tell who is who from whether
hey jump right or left.”

. L] * *

BRIDGING THE GAP WITH BLULGRASS IN

_ Contirued fram Page 20
Revival. “Over " there, they want to
boogie.”

Deospite  lifestyle  differences wmong
the members of the audicnce at the
main stage, there was no trouble until
Sunday night, when a glass heer botlle
broke at the [ect of Fddie Adeock of
the Hed (encratian, ¥Vl meet whosver
that was after the show,” Adcock vowed,

‘The bottle could have come from
somuong wha was trying to throw il into
Ihe Jaks along with the others already
Gumged there, but the atmospherc be-

came tense, The Counlry Gentlemen,

scheduled o go on nexl, gidn't want to
go on the main stage but said Lhey
would go on the second stage.

Charlie Waller. said, “Theres noth-
ing wrong with [reaks, and there's notl-
ing wrong with redngoks. Theres just
no communication between them. Blue-
arass was beginning Lo bridge that gap.
But youwtil pever bridge it with rock
musie.”

Wiiller and his group played a set al
the main stage, and then Brgin Howers,
a young, auloharpist, went of. “We're
going to do something we used Lo do in
Sunday school,” Bowers said. He got
everyone o stand up and play a gams
of going up and down to-the “dight”
words in "My DBonnis Lies ‘Ovet the
Ocean.” He led the group in othér songs
and finally said, "Let's have this place
together for one minute. Join hands

with- youfiLy
hands, and.Be’
standing by my window . .

ing line of “WiN-thé Cirgls B
broken?” - The . fudience : g b
tagether and remained; il th

sic stopped early Mo
".~Harmonica™: Fian
time musician who holds afy

barmenica in his metth; plays, guiiat:.

and sings simultanpous ¥, said

Thirties, ! used to ride trains an

all over the South to play stres
pool balls, country squares. I
ént now.” Onée in’ a-while; one

youpger gioups sounds like a Qyi

in a hailstorm, Bt musie’s Thug
love it, what's the difference?”

The kid had been working with an
English-style band in lowa, He sat up
whenGporge, stepped to ‘The, Keystone
migréphone . and ‘asked: :"Anybody
now: where ;Mazio Savio is? Silence.
ho? “E ent shiton-a-stick up the
gtreet here 3 [ow years g0, Womnder
whai bappened te him? [t was preity

e Then he wentiinto “Twe

T

this in slowa: Like none." By the
{e the band got to “Fat Man in the
ihe :|..Bathtul" the kid was begide himself.
‘Bonmic RAitt gonpa play?” It was

e Ghwell, 1 think Ul

‘payre kicked of *Tripe Face
v aid  the. kid maved arcund,
-aver tables to spe’ who'd truck
id from the Breadbasket.

of tl
" calf
f yau:
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